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breast cancer survivor. She has eloquently 
and openly discussed how this experience 
aided her in establishing a body of work that 
will continue to help millions of patients long 
past her retirement. Throughout her exemplary 
career as a leader in health care policy she 
has embodied the dignity and integrity of a 
true patient advocate. I join with my distin-
guished colleagues in expressing our utmost 
respect and admiration for her service to Vir-
ginians and all Americans. 
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RECOGNIZING OLIVER EVANS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to recognize a remarkable young 
man, Oliver Evans. He is the younger of two 
children born to Oliver and Pearlie Evans. Oli-
ver is a graduate of Clarksdale High School, 
Coahoma Community College and Mississippi 
Valley State University. 

Oliver has been a fireman for four years 
with the Clarksdale Fire Department. He is 
certified by the Mississippi State Fire Acad-
emy. Saving lives is an emotional, physically 
fit, and demanding job. Firefighters must al-
ways be conscious of their physical ability and 
responsibility. Oliver received the ‘‘Most Phys-
ically Fit Award’’ from the Mississippi State 
Fire Academy. As a fireman, routine activities 
and exercises are what help him improve 
upon his ability to save lives such as checking 
fire hydrants, appliances, fire equipment, vis-
iting local schools, building inspections and 
skill enhancement training. The extra training 
can be challenging and there are always new 
technologies that you must master. Again, the 
job is both physically and mentally demanding. 
You never know what to expect, the normal in-
stinct is to run from danger; a firefighter runs 
into danger. Oliver said, ‘‘I considered myself 
truly blessed to have the opportunity to affect 
the lives of others in the way that this job has 
provided.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Oliver Evans, a committed fire-
fighter and public servant. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2013 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained and so I missed rollcall vote No. 
45, ‘‘Condemning the Government of North 
Korea for its flagrant and repeated violations 
of multiple United Nations Security Council 
resolutions, for its repeated provocations that 
threaten international peace and stability, and 
for its February 12, 2013, test of a nuclear de-
vice’’ (H. Res. 65). Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

COMMEMORATING THE KHOJALY 
TRAGEDY 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2013 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, since declaring its 
independence from the Soviet Union, Azer-
baijan has been a reliable friend and valuable 
ally of the United States in a turbulent region. 
In this true spirit of friendship, it seems appro-
priate for Congress to commemorate the vic-
tims of the Khojaly tragedy as Azerbaijani peo-
ple mark the 21st anniversary of this event. 

The town of Khojaly is located in the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azerbaijan and 
was home to some 7,000 Azerbaijani citizens 
during the Armenian-Azerbaijani war. On Feb-
ruary 25 and 26 of 1992, in a period of less 
than 12 hours, 613 citizens, including women 
and children, died at the hands of Armenian 
forces and Russian military troops. 

Human rights organizations described the 
advancing forces as having committed uncon-
scionable acts of violence against civilians as 
they fled. The bodies of fallen men, women 
and children were observed by foreign journal-
ists who visited the region in the wake of the 
tragedy. Given our deepening ties with Azer-
baijan, it is important for American citizens to 
remember this event. 

Twenty-one years later, the Armenian-Azer-
baijani conflict has not yet been fully resolved. 
The anniversary of this horrible tragedy is an 
appropriate time to honor the victims of these 
atrocities and reflect on the need for all parties 
to work together to bring a swift end to this 
conflict. I urge my colleagues to join me in 
standing with Azerbaijanis as they commemo-
rate this tragedy. 
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CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH AND DR. YVONNE 
SCRUGGS-LEFTWICH 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2013 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate Black History Month and to 
honor and highlight the distinguished career of 
Dr. Yvonne Scruggs-Leftwich. Dr. Scruggs- 
Leftwich’s contributions to civil rights, edu-
cation, and public service have left an indelible 
mark on our country. 

Dr. Scruggs-Leftwich has dedicated the ma-
jority of her life to public service. Born in 
Niagra Falls, New York, she completed her el-
ementary and high school education in Buf-
falo, New York. After high school, she earned 
her Bachelor’s Degree, with honored distinc-
tion, in Political Science from North Carolina 
Central University. She went on to earn a 
master’s degree in Public Administration from 
the Hubert H. Humphrey School of Public Af-
fairs at the University of Minnesota. Finally, 
Dr. Scruggs-Leftwich earned her Ph.D. in City 
and Regional Planning from the University of 
Pennsylvania. She was also the first African- 
American to be awarded a prestigious Ful-
bright Fellowship, which she used to study po-
litical science at both the Free University in 
Berlin, Germany, and the Deutsche Hoch 

Schule fur Politik. Her impressive educational 
background has earned her teaching positions 
at some of the country’s most revered univer-
sities, including Howard University, the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, and the George Wash-
ington University. 

Her commitment to public service has been 
evident as well. Dr. Scruggs-Leftwich has 
served as Deputy Mayor of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. She was also New York State 
Housing Commissioner under Governor Mario 
Cuomo and has served as the Executive Di-
rector of President Carter’s Urban and Re-
gional Policy Group. Here, she worked to 
issue America’s first formal National Urban 
Policy, a significant accomplishment. Addition-
ally, as the Executive Director and Chief Oper-
ating Officer of the Black Leadership Forum, 
Inc., Dr. Scruggs-Leftwich worked tirelessly to 
facilitate dialogue between the leaders of the 
African-American community while also work-
ing to design opportunities for collaboration 
across racial lines. 

As residents of St. Petersburg, Florida, Dr. 
Scruggs-Leftwich and her husband, Reverend 
Edward Leftwich, have launched the Quantum 
Opportunities after-school program through the 
Center for Community and Economic Justice. 
This program works to help at-risk teens be-
come community leaders through tutoring, in-
ternship opportunities and training in civic 
leadership skills. Her unwavering dedication to 
encouraging a commitment to education and 
community service with at-risk teens has con-
tributed in countless ways to the Tampa Bay 
area. 

Her impressive volunteer endeavors con-
tinue to make Dr. Scruggs-Leftwich’s dedica-
tion to community service clear. She currently 
serves as Vice Chair of the Milton S. Eisen-
hower Foundation’s Board of Trustees, Execu-
tive Director of the Center for Community and 
Economic Justice, and is Member at Large of 
the Black Leadership Forum. 

The Tampa Bay Community is proud to rec-
ognize Dr. Yvonne Scruggs-Leftwich for her 
outstanding career and significant contribu-
tions to the fields of education, public policy, 
and civil and community activism. Her dedica-
tion to advancing the rights of others through 
both public and community service makes her 
an inspirational leader. I ask that you and all 
Americans recognize such a remarkable cit-
izen for her dedication to our community and 
our nation. 
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TRIBUTE TO AMERICAN CANCER 
FUND FOR CHILDREN AND KIDS 
CANCER CONNECTION 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2013 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise once 
again today to recognize and congratulate the 
American Cancer Fund for Children and Kids 
Cancer Connection. 

The City of Beverly Hills proclaimed the 
week of November 18, 2012 ‘‘Childhood Can-
cer Awareness Week.’’ I am pleased to join 
the City of Beverly Hills in thanking Steven 
Firestein, the founder of the American Cancer 
Fund for Children and its sister organization, 
Kids Cancer Connection for his wonderful 
work in assisting children affected by cancer. 
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